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Museum of Osaka University
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About 400,000 to 500,000 years ago, the Toyonaka area was covered by rivers, wetlands, and the
sea, where the giant crocodylian Toyotamaphimeia machikanensis, known as the “Machikane
Crocodylian,” lived. In 2025, the “Machikane Crocodylian Fossil” was designated a Natural
Monument, and 2026 marks the 90th anniversary of Toyonaka City's establishment. To
commemorate them, this exhibition focuses on Osaka during the Chibanian
Stage- the period when the Machikane Crocodylian lived- and introduces the

p natural environment of that time, including its diverse flora and fauna such as

YFHROZALR Stegodon. Through fossils preserved underground, we explore what the

landscape of Toyonaka was like 400, 000 to 500,000 years ago.
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